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the Frenchman and I talked about, he could perceive by
our gesture that the Frenchman was more unwilling to
advance money than I. Besides, as we were obliged to talk
Portugueze, that we might understand each other, my Arab
servant, who was present, betrayed our conversation to the
Sheik, and instead of being a true interpreter, I have reason
to believe, made some additions of his own. This put the
Sheik into such a passion that he ordered my comrade to
be laid hold of, which they did, and stamped him under foot,
not forgetting to ply him with blows, to force him to a com-
pliance. At length, upon my assurance that he had no more
than ten fundicklees remaining, they were contented to take
them, provided I would give them a note for the other forty,
for he would accept of no security from the Frenchman; to
which Monsieur thought fit to agree, finding it in vain to
stand out any longer, as there is no resisting superior force,
I was greatly at a loss how to reconcile this proceeding of
the Sheik to his first pretence of his wanting money to pay
the soldiers, or for any other occasion he then might have;
and more expecially as he promised to return the money at
Aleppo. However, this affair was cleared up when I after-
wards demanded the return of my note: he altered his tone,
and strongly affirmed that it was a present to him for his
care of the convoy.
Most of the caravan, and even some of the Arabs them-
selves, looked upon this as an extortion never practised be-
fore ; and all that he could allege by way of excuse was that
Mynheer Canta had made him a present of one hundred and
fifty fundicklees at first setting out; which indeed was true
enough, but then our cases were quite different, for he had
a considerable sum of money to be taken care of, whereas
we had nothing but our cloaths and provisions, as passengers
only, as in reality we were nothing else, for we had no mer-
chandise nor any other thing which could be a sufficient
foundation for his extraordinary demand. I had, it is true,
a bill of exchange for two thousand piasters, but this did
not come under his cognizance, whatever it might have done
If I had carried the money with me in specie. But this was